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Wow, here we are again.  I t seems family members 
do indeed appreciate the family newsletter and want 
more!  And your beleaguered servant has gotten 
some help with publication.  My dear cousin once 
removed Janice Manis has graciously volunteered to 
help and has conducted an interview with her father, 
my first cousin Larry Trowbridge, 4th living son of 
Clarence Grant Trowbridge.  

I think this edition ought properly to be dedicated to 
Janice’s sister, Cheryl, whose tireless efforts to ferret 
out the Trowbridge genealogy are so elegantly 
portrayed on her website.  Just type in Cheryl 
trowbridge and you will see some of her work. You 
can contact her at: Kjtcet2@aol.com  When you 
check out her work, you will discover that our direct 
line ancestor, Thomas, arrived in Dorchester, 
Massachusetts in 1636.  That was only 16 years after 
the Mayflower landing at Plymouth!  

Those who have computers 
please print out hard copies 
of this newsletter for those 
who don’t by going to the 
internet and downloading 
and/or printing this link:   

trowbridgetimesvol6iss1

 



- 2 -   

Janice Manis has sent us this interview she had with her dad:  

                                                         

 
    Lawrence Allen Trowbridge 

was born Nov. 15, 1937, the 5th 

child (of 12) of Clarence & Louisa 
(Bull) Trowbridge, in Chicago, IL.  
Towards the end of the 
depression, he and his brothers 
went to live with other family 
members to help ease the 
financial burden on his parents.  
He went to live with his aunt & 
uncle Bob & Rose Pease, who 
owned a grocery store in 
Chicago, when he was just two.  
Soon after that he remembers 
that most of their family 
members moved to the town of 
Crocker in Northern Indiana.  He 
went back home to live with his 
parents again when he was 
about five. He grew up in a few 
different towns of Porter County, 
IN. Favorite childhood memory: 
riding in back of a pickup truck 
from their 80 acre farm in 
Jackson Twp. to Chesterton on 
Saturdays.  They’d always go in 
for groceries and such and then 
get to stop at his Grandma 
(Sarah) Trowbridge’s house to 
visit or go for ice cream at 
Thompson’s dairy.  He quit 
school at age 17 to join the 
Navy; making $55 every two 
weeks as a carpenter working on 
submarines.  He got to visit  
Barcelona, Spain and ports in 
Italy while on liberty! Coolest 
Navy moment (according to me):  
He was part of a mission to 
rescue American, British & 
French citizens from Alexandria, 
Egypt, in 1957, when they went 
to war over the Suez Canal, The 
U.S. sent three ships to take 
them to safety in Cypress. 
Returning home from the navy 
after his four year tour in 
December of 1959, it took him 
no time to start dating and then 

 
to marry Nancy Shifkowski on 
Oct. 31, 1959.  They promptly 
had 4 children:  Debbie (1960), 
Cheryl (1961), Larry (1962), 
Steven (1963) and a fifth 9 
years later - Janice (that’s me - 
1972).  He first worked for 
UPS; back in 1959 they only 
delivered parcels.  Right after 
he started he remembers going 
to Chicago to pick up the, now 
infamous, ‘brown’ trucks and 
started picking up parcels as 
well.  He’s had many other 
jobs that include, but are not 
limited to, Continental Can and 
several positions at various 
locations of our grand National 
Park system; Indiana Dunes 
NL, Grand Canyon NP & 
George Washington Carver NM 
in Missouri. Johnny Cash was 
and is his all time favorite 
singer and hot dogs & beans 
are his favorite food. His 
favorite pastime includes 
playing the guitar (that’s my 
favorite, too; I desperately 
miss hearing him play and 
sing.  He’d sing old gospel 
songs and a couple of funny 
ones, too!  The best were The 
Old Rugged Cross and How Far 
is Heaven. He loved restoring 
old cars.  Now he and Nancy 
enjoy ‘restoring’ homes. They’ve 
renovated about 8 homes just 
since he’s retired in 1998.  
They love to play Rook with 
family members when they can 
(mainly my husband & me, I ’m 
sure!) and they recently went 
on their first cruise, from New 
Orleans thru the western 
Caribbean. I f he could travel 
anywhere he’d love to visit 
Trowbridge, England.  He considers 
himself an  independent liberal 
and is protestant .

  
    Upon writing this, they’re in 

the process of they’re in the 
process of moving once again 
and getting ready to tackle 
another renovation!    

I t is also noted that Janis’ dad 
makes absolutely the most 
awesome biscuits and gravy 
the world has known. There 
isn’t a time when when 
staying with them, or vice 
versa, that he gets away with 
not making them!  Every time 
he makes it, it’s the best 
batch yet – just ask him!  


